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October, when, under the presidency of the Vice-
Chancellor von Payer, the party leaders were sum-
moned and the military situation was made clear to
them. " Until the i st October I believed that Germany
could not be beaten," wrote Stresemann later. Now
he was completely shattered. " We were torn by
doubts whether the information given us was correct,
whether the members of the High Command, who had
laboured with such superhuman energy and worn out
their nerves in their country's service, had not broken
down just at the very moment when the last phase of
the struggle called for the extremity of physical
endurance." In spite of the doubts that first assailed
him, his confidence in Germany's military .resilience
was so great, that after that meeting from which he
returned so shattered, after the reports of the High
Command that seemed like the end of all things, he
wrote a letter to Secretary of State von Hintze in which
he announced that, in spite of all he had heard, he could
not agree to subscribe to an offer of peace. Erz-
berger's revelations before the Reichstag Committee in
1917, all the official memoranda that were accessible to
him and were very pessimistic in tone, had not been
able to shake his rooted faith. For his faith in authority
was backed by his faith in discipline; and to him,
discipline meant blind obedience of the civil population
to its leaders.

Throughout the war years Gustav Stresemann's
activity was devoted to the maintenance of discipline.
Doubt was for him identical with treason. From this
conviction sprang his detestation of Bethmann-Hollweg,
in whom he sensed the absence of this powerful faith.
" We lost the war diplomatically when we began to